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Printmaking and commercial art

Course Description

Beginning Printmaking STUDENTS will learn a variety of printmaking techniques, such as:  relief, collagraph, silk-screen and digital printmaking, while solving visual communication problems, in a clear, concise and an aesthetically pleasing fashion. 

Advanced PRINTMAKING students will have the opportunity to explore many commercial art careers and discover the fundamental connection between the fine arts printmaker and the commercial artist. Students will explore monotype, intaglio and lithographic printmaking. Through the teaching of fine art printmaking techniques, combined with commercial art assignments, students will differentiate and understand the intimate connection between the artist and their audience. This advanced class can be retaken.
Course Requirements
· Attendance: Almost all work is done in class. It is essential that absences be kept to a minimum. Any unexcused absence will result in a “Zero” grade for that day. I am after school at least two days every week. Take advantage of before school, after school and flex time. This class is the most intense of the art classes.

· Deadlines for Projects and Sketches

· Projects: I do not give deadlines for art projects, since each student works creatively at varying speeds. However after a given amount of time on one project, we move on as a class to the next project. At this time, any unfinished work must be completed in art clinic or at home.  If a student demonstrates a pattern of not submitting or finishing work, that student will lose the opportunity to work with art medias and will complete the course with written assignments (see attached student contract).

· Sketch Assignments: Late sketches are marked late and receive ½ credit. Sketches are the preliminary ideas and layouts needed for the completion of these large projects.

· Class Participation and Expectations: 

The person you are practicing at being today is the person you will grow up to become. Practice at being responsible, respectful and safe.

· Students are expected to come to class daily and to be on time.

· Students will participate by listening, contributing and cooperating.

· Students will respect their peers, all adults, and their classroom work environment and materials, and show respect for their work and for the work of others.

· Students are expected to be self-motivating and stay on task. 

· Students are responsible for the extensive clean up and maintenance of materials required in this course. Wasted materials or uncared for materials will result in fines and exclusion from creating fine art. Written assignments will be substituted for work.

· The completion of all work and submitting all work to the teacher is the responsibility of the student.


· Academic Grading: *Written concepts, objectives and vocabulary for each assignment are distributed to students along with a general art rubric. All work is evaluated equally on these criteria: 

· Demonstration of understanding and inclusion of the taught concepts and objectives.

· Demonstrated craftsmanship and technique.

· Demonstrated effort and a creative solution to the assignment.

Written Assignments: Students will submit a written self-evaluation at the end of each project. This self-evaluation is 10% of every project’s grade. Students should learn vocabulary, and project objectives; thus becoming comfortable talking about art and seeing themselves as creative, unique individuals. Students will also complete a final project or a final exam at the end of the semester. 

Citizenship and Discipline Policy  

 In no other class do students display to a daily audience their efforts and abilities.  To have students commit to this daily risk taking, the environment has to be one of safety, acceptance and honesty. Keeping this in mind, all students and adults must understand and adopt these specific behaviors and expectations. Please review the student expectations (on the previous page), and the Thurston student handbook.
Due to the complexity of this course, and the maturity of the work materials, students will be responsible daily for meticulous clean-ups.  Any student that consistently does not take proper care of materials or environment, may loss the privilege of working with these “professional” quality art materials. 
Remember:  

All Electronic Communication Devises will be confiscated if seen. They belong in lockers during school hours. I am available by phone or email, before or after school daily. 
Due to the complexity and the professional nature of the art materials used in this course, the art lab donation for this class is --$15.00. These monies may be paid if full or in installments over the course of the semester. 
Monies sent in with syllabus: check_________________ cash ___________________. 
*Parents-if you would like to keep a duplicate copy of this document, just let your daughter or son know, and I will make one available.

Parents/Guardians

Adult signature   (comments, concerns on back)

___________________________________________________________________

Student signature (comments, concerns, on back) 
Student Art Contract


I have read the art room syllabus and I have shared this information with a parent/guardian.


I will come to class daily and be on time.


I will be attentive and participate with appropriate comments and questions during lessons and demonstrations.

I will stay on task during art class-working throughout the hour towards the completion of my assignments.


I will complete my work to the best of my ability, taking work home or attending art clinic if I should fall behind in class.

I will be responsible for the care of all art materials and the upkeep of the art room. (Putting away and cleaning up all materials work and messes that I am responsible for.)

Due to the complexity of this course, and the maturity of the work materials, students will be responsible daily for meticulous clean-ups.  Any student that consistently does not take proper care of materials or environment, may loss the privilege of working with these “professional” quality art materials. 
Before I start a new unit of study, with new objectives and materials, I will complete all previous work or get permission from Mrs. Graham to proceed with a new assignment. (Art materials are expensive.  If I have a history of not completing my work, I know that I forfeit the right to use art materials and I will be given written art assignments to make up the missing work.)


I will handle all work materials in a safe and careful manner.

I will not interfere or disrupt the educational process of teaching or the process of learning --my own or the learning of others. 

I will respect the individuality and sacredness of all of my classmates and I will be helpful and treat them with courtesy and respect. 

           
 Lab fee: $15.00, Cash or check. Make checks out to “Art Classroom Account,     THS”
Signed: __________________________________________________ 

Class:   ________________________________Hour:__________________         

Rules to Live By

(at least while you are in the art room)

Paramount to creating an environment of acceptance, discovery, harmony,

 and fun in our art room.

 *Remember, no one wakes up in the morning with the hope of being ridiculed, unaccepted, and diminished.
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Be impeccable with your word. Avoid speaking against yourself or others. Use the power of your words in the direction of truth and acceptance.
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Don’t take anything personally. Nothing others do is because of you; they have their own “agenda” and motivations.  What others say and do is a projection of their reality. When you are immune to the opinions and actions others, you won’t be the victim of needless suffering. “Man’s capacity for self-deception is infinite.”
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Don’t make assumptions. Find the courage to ask questions and to express what you really want. Communicate with others as clearly as you can to avoid misunderstandings, sadness, and drama. “Don’t believe every thing you think.”
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Always do your best. Your best is going to change form moment to moment. It will be different when you are healthy as opposed to sick. Under any circumstances, simply do your best and you will avoid self-judgment, self-abuse and regret. “It’s always sunny above the clouds.”
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 “Play above the line”, Act with maturity. Listen and be attentive, follow directions, be prepared, be cooperative, takes responsibility for your actions, be a problem solver, be helpful, and be self-motivated.
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Don’t “play below the line”: (Acting with immaturity) Don’t be inattentive or use unawareness as an excuse. Don’t be off-task, without effort. Don’t be disruptive, “whining”, hurtful or belittling words in your words. And finally don’t justify, excuse, blame, or “point the finger”. Being unprepared and tardy is unacceptable.
[image: image7.png]


 “There are no victims in the art room” To play the victim is to never accept responsibility for your actions or reality. You have the power to be who you want to be. And, to victimize others is the outward projection of a scared and insecure person. Let it go. “If your life sucks, it’s an inside job.”
Assignments:


Beginning Printmaking					


Stencil Prints-student work folder


Periodic Table Printmaking Project/Ceramic mural


Reduction Relief Prints –minimum of 4 layers


Intaglio-drypoint


Planography/ Monotype


Computer graphics-Photoshop-


CD cover and inside insert


	Final Exam Project








Advanced Printmaking


Paper Lithography


Intaglio-Copper etching


Serigraphy-silk screening


Combination printmaking (student choice)


Package Design


Final Exam Project


 








